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December 2018

ON POINT

Dear friends and members of the International Christian 
Police movement. We wait patiently, standing with excite-
ment and anticipation on the edge of celebrating another 
Holy Christmastime.  When once again our world holds its 
breath and prepares for the arrival of a King, in the form 
of a new-born baby boy, who is the son of God and whose 
name is Jesus.  His birth was in the humblest of circum-
stances, yet His presence heralded in a new joy for us and 
all the world.  

As Police officers we often find ourselves at the forefront of 
facing many of the world’s dangers, challenges and prob-
lems. Let us take time in this Advent season to slow down, 
stand still and recall what Jesus did for us. By His earthly 
example we have a true friend and guide and we can be 
assured that Jesus was, is and always will be our foundati-

on. He helps us to be courageous in the face of difficulties 
and dangers. He helps us serve and protect others by ac-
ting with integrity, discipline and loyalty. We are called to 
serve others through our demonstration of diligence and 
humility and in uncertain times we must protect the public 
with a sense of optimism and conviction. After Christmas 
day, I intend to visit the French city of Strasburg and attend 
the Christmas market to represent our ICPF support for the 
victims and colleagues at this sad and tragic time.  In this 
context, I read with interest and was deeply moved by a 
letter written by a South African colleague which touches on 
all the issues we as officers are called to face. (See Below) 
We cannot know where, what or how the next tragedy will 
take place. Yet, as brothers and sisters, it should be a huge 
encouragement to each and every one of us to be united as 
Christian cops with just one worthy goal. We are tasked to 
bring the Gospel to life for our colleagues around the world 
by our way of living, our doing and our talking. On behalf of 
the ICPF Board, may I offer you, your families, friends and 
colleagues an enjoyable and Blessed 
Christmas and a healthy and safe New 
Year!

Your humble servant
Matthias Lehmann

ICPF President

CURRENT EVENTS - INTERNATIONAL CPA GROUPS

EUROPA

France
Strasbourg. We have all been affected by the events that 
took place in that city on 11th December.  A massive hunt 
is underway for a gunman who ruthlessly opened fire near 
a popular Christmas market in the centre of the French city 
of Strasbourg on December 11th, killing three people and 
injuring 13 others.

More than 350 police gendarmes and soldiers supported by 
air units have been mobilized to find the suspect, who was 
already known to security services as a possible threat, a 
police spokesperson said. 

Strasbourg‘s famed Christmas Market is one of the oldest 
in Europe and draws millions of visitors each year. The sus-
pect entered the perimeter of the market by the city‘s Cor-
beau Bridge and began shooting at passers-by on the Rue 
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des Orfèvres at 8 p.m. (local time) when many were in the 
middle of enjoying their Christmas shopping. 
Anti-terror police descended on the market and attempted 
to apprehend the suspect, who exchanged fire with security 
forces on at least two occasions between 8:20 p.m. and 9 
p.m. French media reported the gunman was injured in one 
of the exchanges. He is then believed to have jumped into 
a taxi and fled the scene. 
The suspected gunman, has been identified as a 29-year-
old male born in the city, with his parents coming from Al-
geria. The ICPF president Matthias Lehmann will visit the 
Christmas market in Strasburg on December 26th to offer 
his sympathy and condolences with the police officers and 
the victims families.

Germany
On December 18th in one of the southern states in Germa-
ny in a police university, training upcoming police lieute-
nants the bible study class decided to offer for all students a 
Christmas service. Among the 600 students 20 took part in 
the two week preparation. A 28 year old officer did preach 
the gospel. 
80 students came for the service. The ICPF did encourage 
the students to realize that there are Christians police of-
ficers in all five continents to celebrate Christmas. 
60 bibles were handed out and we will praise the LORD for 
his encouragement mentioned Matthias Lehmann while he 
mentioned “this is my greatest Christmas gift 2018 to see a 
new generation growing to take over. 

AFRICA

Burundi
Greetings from CPA Burundi. Following the successful 
PACPAC Conference, held in November 2017, CPA continu-
ed to encourage police officers in prayer. In January 2018, 
a seminar was held at the Police Academy and our CPA cell 
was renewed. Bibles and hymn books were provided to fa-
cilitate police officers and lecturers at the Academy to share 
the word of God. In February, a seminar was held over 2 
days at the Source Du Nil Hotel, where police officers and 
other civil servants met. They enjoyed fellowship together 
and learned about trauma healing and stress management 
based on bible principles. In April, another seminar was 
held in a military centre at which both police and military of-
ficers were convened and learned how to live out a holy life 
as men and women in uniform. From September 24-28, a 
conference was held where CPA members visited one cen-
tral prison located upcountry, to share the word of God with 
prisoners and staff and to encourage police officers working 
within the prison of their work. Plans exist to deliver dif-
ferent topics by different speakers to more than 70 police 
officers. The conference will be ended by a celebration of 
the 13th anniversary of the existence of CPA in Burundi and 
his Excellency the 1st Vice-President is expected to attend 
and show support for our association. Between November 
5-9th, Police Chaplains and leaders from the Military and 
Police came together to learn about Christian leadership 
and evangelism. Later in November, from 12-14th Pointman 
Leadership was in Bujumbura to deliver leadership and an-
ticorruption seminar to more leaders from police and army 
with 200 participants in two classes. The separation is only 
for reasons of language, so one seminar was held in English 
language the other one was held in the French language. 
Sadate CPA Burundi, Chairman Deputy.
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South aFrica
A letter written anonymously by a South African Police 
Member:
As a police officer in South Africa, I have pulled dead mang-
led bodies from cars. I have lied to people as they were 
dying. I said you are going to be fine as I held their hand 
and watched the life fade out. 
I have held dying babies. Bought lunch for people who were 
mentally ill and have not eaten in a while. I have had people 
try to stab me. Fought with men trying to shoot me. 
People spat on me, called me useless and incompetent 
while keeping my cool…I have been attacked by women 
while I was arresting their husband who just had severely 
beaten them. 
Been called insensitive as I arrested a child for dealing with 
narcotics while he or she was supposed to be in school… 
reminding you, as a parent, it’s you to blame as you are not 
involved in his or her life. 
I have held towels on bullet wounds. Done CPR when I 
knew it wouldn’t help just to make family members feel 
better. I have torn down doors, fought in drug houses.
Chased fugitives through the streets, got shot at in hos-
tels… I have been in high speed car chases. Almost losing 
control as road users just don’t move out of the way…rolled 
a car or two….
I have been in crashes. Been squeezing the trigger about 
to kill a man when they came to their senses and stopped. 
Waded through large angry crowds by myself. Drove like 
a madman to help a fellow officer. He or she was attacked 
while trying to protect and serve…
Let little kids who don’t have much, sit in my patrol car and 
pretend they their birthday. I have taken a lot of people 

to jail. Given many breaks. Prayed for people I don’t even 
know. 
Yes, at times I have been violent when I had to be. I have 
been kind when I could. I admit I have driven to some dark 
place and cried by myself when I was overwhelmed.
Helping clean blood at a farm murder and being blamed 
for a hijacking because we were not there.  Knowing I just 
came from a murder scene. I have missed Christmas and 
other holidays more than I wanted to.
Every cop I know has done all these things and more for 
lousy pay, exhausting hours, and a short life expectancy. 
We are humans too we feel too…
We don’t want your pity, I don’t even ask for your respect. 
Just let us do our jobs without killing us. 
I have loved cried….fought the demons in my sleep….
Don’t judge me, allow me to serve and protect - that’s what 
I’m good at….

Author : Anonymous Police officer.


